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A Message from Mrs Walford
Dear Parents / Carers
I know we are already a few
weeks into the new term, but I
just wanted to take this
opportunity to welcome you back
to school after the summer
break. We are very pleased to
welcome our new Nursery and
Reception children and also the
many other children who have
joined our school this term. We
are very proud of them as they
settle in and become part of our
school community. Our new
members of staff have settled
well too and I hope they are as
happy working at Hackbridge as
the rest of the team. We have
started back with a very
optimistic attitude towards the
year ahead of us and hope it will
be a much better one for
everyone.
The children are already working
hard and we have a busy term
planned. During this half term
topics being studied across the
school are; ‘School is Cool’ in
Reception, ‘Memory Box’ in Year
1, ‘Towers, Tunnels and Turrets’
in Year 2, ‘Tremors’ in Year 3,
‘Potions’ in Year 4, ‘Stargazer’

in Year 5 and ‘ID’ in Year 6. I
am hoping that we can
welcome parents in for face to
face Express events by the end
of the autumn term but will
keep you informed.
One of the most positive things
about our return is seeing the
children outside at playtime
and lunchtime, mixing with
larger groups of children and
not being confined to their
classrooms. They are back
eating in the lunch halls and it
is so lovely to hear them all
playing outside together. Not
having staggered starts and
finishes to our day means the
school day starts promptly and
the children enjoy being back
in a more normal routine. We
are working hard to ensure
they catch up with any gaps in
their learning and so every
minute of the school day
counts. Please help us by
ensuring they are at school on
time and by picking them up
on time.
We now have
reinstated the ‘late’ room
where the children will be
taken at the end of the day
and so you will need to collect

them from the school office. If
for any reason you are running
late please call the office to let
them know.
We will try to keep you up-todate with events as soon as we
can so please keep checking
the diary dates attached to the
newsletters and the website.
Letters about contributions
have gone out and so please
support us with this so that
each year group can start
reintroducing exciting ‘Engage’
events this year such as:
visitors, workshops or a trip at
the beginning of a new topic.
As detailed in the letter sent to
parents and carers before the
start of this term all children are
expected to be wearing full
school uniform, so please can
you
ensure
they
have
everything that they need,
including a plain navy tracksuit
for their PE days when the
weather gets cooler. No other
leisure wear is to be worn.
Please let a member of the
senior leadership team know if
there is an issue. Children in
Years 3 to 6 must wear a shirt
with

“We are very proud of them as they settle in and become part of our school community.”

a school tie and not a polo
shirt.
The
Home-School
Contact Books detail what the
school uniform policy is for
your child’s year group, so
please take a moment to read
and ensure your child is
dressed correctly. We are
checking uniform regularly
and will be sending a
sticker/note in the HomeSchool Contact Book if your
child’s uniform is not correct.
We are now beginning to
focus more closely on
punctuality and attendance
again as the children have
missed so much learning
during the last two years. We
will reintroduce our traffic
light letters at the end of each
term to indicate if your child’s
attendance
has
dropped
below 96% or if they have
become one of our persistent
absentees and dropped below
90%, at which point you will
be invited in to meet with the
School Attendance Officer.
Please remember to let us
know if your child is absent
from school. It is vital that
you telephone the School
Office to notify us of their
reason for absence. If we do
not hear from you during the
morning, we will telephone
https://www.hackbridge
primary.sutton.sch.uk/

you and if we are unable to
make contact with either
person who is listed as your
child’s main or additional
carer, we will try every
telephone number from your
child’s emergency contact list
until we have spoken to
someone who can verify your
child’s whereabouts. This is a
safeguarding issue as we
need to ensure that both you
and your child are safe. No
explanation from a supportive
family is very worrying, so if
we cannot get an answer we
will refer on to Children’s
Services, MASH or the police.
Please also remember how
seriously we take road safety
around our school. Try to park
and walk to the school at both
ends of the day as parking is
so limited outside and do not
park on the zigzags or across
any of the school gates; this is
so we can continue to keep all
members of our school
community safe.
For those of you with older
children who left us at the end
of the summer term, I do
hope they have settled well
into High school and wish
them lots of luck.
Mrs Walford
Headteacher
0208 647 7974

office@hackbridgeprimary.
sutton.sch.uk

Honeybees have had a

fantastic first term making lots of
new friends and learning lots of
new things! Our topic 'All About
Me' has been lots of fun we
talked about our family and
brought in family pictures from
home. We learnt lots of new
songs and used the musical
instruments while singing
these. This week they have been
counting all our friends each
morning and exploring number to
5. We have made the most of
the weather washing babies in
the water tray and making mud
pies in the mud kitchen in our
lovely outside area.

We have had a lovely start to the autumn
term where we have welcomed lots of new
friends in Caterpillars

and

Tadpoles classes. The children have

enjoyed exploring the Nursery environment,
both inside and outside and getting involved
in activities linked to our topic ‘All About Me’.
We look forward to sharing some of the
activities we have been doing as we learn
new things in the next newsletter
We have been making the most of the lovely
weather by getting outside to look at the
changes happening such as the leaves
changing colour and some children had great
fun finding and collecting snails then using
their counting skills to count how many they
had collected.

https://www.hackbridge
primary.sutton.sch.uk/

0208 647 7974

office@hackbridgeprimary.
sutton.sch.uk

Reception have had a
wonderful start to School! We have
been learning our class rules; to
always be safe, be ready and be
kind! Our first topic is 'Can we be
friends?' which is fantastic as our
special friend bears have been
looking around the classroom to
make sure everyone is being a
great friend. It has been lovely for
us all to meet each other and
explore our classrooms and
playgrounds together. We have
enjoyed eating lunch together,
trying some new food and seeing all
the other older children in the
school too. Well done Reception,
keep it up!
V

Year 1 have had lots of fun settling into

our new classes. We are becoming amazing
independent learners and enjoy exploring all
the new activities and toys in our classrooms.

We have had fun starting our topic ‘Memory
Box’. Thank you for all the lovely photos you
have sent in, the children have been fantastic
artists and sketched their own baby selfportraits. We have really enjoyed designing
and creating our own baby toys.
Literacy, we have been exploring ‘The
Fantastics’ from the writing rainbow. We read
‘the colour monster’ to help us learn about
different emotions. Then we wrote some
amazing emotion sentences.
In Maths, we have been looking at patterns to
help us subitise and partition numbers to 5. We
have also been learning how to order our
ordinal numbers.

https://www.hackbridge
primary.sutton.sch.uk/

0208 647 7974

office@hackbridgeprimary.
sutton.sch.uk

This half term, Year 2 have been having great fun
learning about knights and castles in our topic 'Towers,
Tunnels and Turrets'. We have done lots of art activities,
drawing and creating a collage knight and have even
designed our own shields! In literacy, we have been
learning about fairy tales and have written our own
versions of Rapunzel and George and the Dragon. In
addition, we have been historians and learnt all about
the Battle of Hastings and William the conqueror. We
cannot wait to show you all our brilliant work!
There have been tremendous, trembling

tremors in Year 3 with our new topic! We
have been discovering how a volcano is
formed, the different parts of a volcano as well
as creating our own colourful collage art of
volcanic eruptions and bubbling
lava. Constructing our own Modroc volcanoes
was very messy, but great fun too! As
scientists, we have been able to identify and
group different types of rock.
Here are some of our creative volcanoes!
In our writing we have been super sentence
stackers, exploring how to write a descriptive
story based on the book ‘Escape from Pompeii,’
ready to create our own imaginative disaster
stories. In Maths, we have revisited
representing 2 digit numbers and exploring
what 100 means and looks like. Don't forget to
log in to Sum Dog and Timestable Rockstars!

https://www.hackbridge
primary.sutton.sch.uk/

0208 647 7974

office@hackbridgeprimary.
sutton.sch.uk

Year 4 have had a fantastic start to the year! We have

kicked our Potions topic off with a bang and have been learning all
about the different states of matter in Science, including changing
states of matter from solids to liquids! We have started our Literacy
learning by studying Harry Potter and have just started writing a
diary entry from Harry's point of view. In our D&T lessons, we have
designed wands and potion bottles and have already made our
potion bottles using clay and a variety of tools. We are looking
forward to painting them and creating our wands using hot glue
guns safely to add embellishments. Our teachers are very
impressed with our mature attitudes to learning and how sensibly
we have come back after the summer holidays!

Year 5 had an astronomical start to the term with

a visit from the Astronomy Roadshow for our
Stargazers topic. They learnt about the different
planets within our solar system and were shown how
to identify the different constellations in the
sky. Afterwards the children had a question and
answer session where they discovered that Peter (our
presenter) had met some of the astronauts from the
Apollo 13 space mission, such as Fred Haise and Jim
Lovell. They also got to examine real meteorites and
view a space themed stamp collection. Year
5 thoroughly enjoyed the experience and were
buzzing with excitement to learn more about space!

https://www.hackbridge
primary.sutton.sch.uk/

0208 647 7974

office@hackbridgeprimary.
sutton.sch.uk

Year 6 have had an amazing start to a very busy and

important year and we are really proud of the way they have
settled in. We have been working hard on our first topic: ID,
in which we are learning all about what makes us
unique. The children spent a fun filled afternoon measuring
different parts of their bodies and calculated the mean
values. They also got creative and expressed themselves
through making an abstract clay sculpture. They are also
starting work on a Computing project where they will write
scripts and film a short interview with a partner to learn all
about them.

Travel Updates

This academic year, we are going to continue to
work hard to ensure the pupils and staff in our
school travel in the safest possible way, while
keeping themselves healthy and trying to limit
the pollution in our local area.

Bikeability

From the 13th-17th of September, 24 pupils from
Year 5 and 6 took part in Bikeability training,
where they were able to learn skills to help them
become more confident, competent cyclists with
a better awareness of how to keep themselves
safe while riding their bikes. It was great to see
how hard the pupils worked and how much they
enjoyed their course!

Bike to School Week

We have also enjoyed Bike to School Week this
month. It was great to see lots of pupils get
involved by cycling and scooting to school.

Road Safety Week

Road Safety Week will be taking place from the
15th-21st of November. This year’s theme is
‘Road Safety Heroes’ and we will be celebrating
the heroic work of road safety professionals,
and explaining how we can all play a part in
making journeys safer for everyone.
We are always looking for ways to improve our
safety at Hackbridge and would love to hear any
ideas you have to support us with this. Please
don’t hesitate to get in touch with any safety
concerns or ideas.
Thank you for your continued support,
Miss Norton
Travel Plan coordinator

https://www.hackbridge
primary.sutton.sch.uk/

Parking Reminder

Parents/Carers must not park on the zigzag lines on
the road outside the school or outside the school
gates. School gate entrances must not be used as
drop off or turning points. A camera enforcement
car is used regularly by statutory agencies to police
this and fines do get issued.
We would also ask you to continue to be
considerate of our neighbours and local residents
when you are parking your vehicle.
0208 647 7974

office@hackbridgeprimary.
sutton.sch.uk

Dates for the
Diary
06/10/2021

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

11/10/2021

Individual Photo Day

11/10/2021

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

12/10/2021

PGL Virtual Meeting for Y6 Parents

21/10/2021

Parent/Teacher Consultations

21/10/2021

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

22/10/2021

INSET Day (School closed to Pupils)

25/10/202129/10/2021
01/11/2021

October Half Term

04/11/2021

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

08/11/202112/11/2021
17/12/2021

Year 6 School Journey to PGL Merchants Hill

19/11/2021

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

30/11/2021

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

09/12/2021

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

17/12/2021

Last Day of Term

20/12/202103/01/2022
04/01/2022

School Holiday

INSET Day (School closed to Pupils)

Last Day of Term

First Day of Term

https://www.hackbridge
primary.sutton.sch.uk/
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