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A Message from Mrs Walford
Dear Parents and Carers,
I cannot believe it is the
countdown to Christmas already.
I know it is still not normal times
but I am starting to see Christmas
lights going up along my journey
to school, which is nice to see.
We will be starting to decorate
the school sites ourselves this
week. Unfortunately following
the Prime Minister’s press
conference on Saturday and the
updated guidance for schools, we
regretfully inform you that we
will not be able to have you on
site for the Christmas
performances as we had hoped
and will have to record them and
place them on the Google
Classroom, as we have before, so
that you do not miss out.
Anti-bullying week took place this
month during the week of 15th19th November, which had us
looking at one of our key values:
kindness. The theme for this year
was ‘one kind word.’ Kindness is
more important today than it has
ever been. The isolation of the
last few years has underlined
how little acts of consideration
and kindness can break down
barriers and brighten the lives of
the people around us.

This is something we thread
across our PSHE teaching in
particular. The children came
wearing odd socks on Monday
15th November in support of
anti-bullying week.

to say and it is so important that
we work in partnership. Thank
you for your support with these
events. It is important that you
know how your child is
progressing with their learning
and what their next steps are.
Mrs Walford
Headteacher

The same week of 15th-19th
November was also road safety
week and as you are aware we
are very passionate about
keeping our children safe in
and around the school and
work hard to promote safe
travel and road safety
awareness. This year the focus
was ‘road safety heroes’ and
we had a particular focus on
crossing the road. I am looking
forward to seeing some of the
posters the children designed
in support of this week.
I am so proud of all the hard
work the children have been
completing. I do hope you had a
chance to see your child’s books
last term and meet their
teacher virtually just before the
half term break. Teachers had
so many positive things

Honeybees enjoyed dressing up

for Buzz Bear’s birthday they made cards,
party invitation and decorations all leading
up to his birthday. On his birthday we
played party games in the hall and had
lots of balloons to play with. We decorated
cookies with icing and ate them after all
our dancing at the party.

In Caterpillars and Tadpoles
classes we have been finding out about different
kinds of celebrations. We learned about Diwali, a
Hindu festival of lights and made our own Diwali
lamps. We shared our experiences of celebrating
fireworks with our families and friends and we made
poppy pictures and thought about Remembrance
Day. We also celebrated our grown-ups coming into
our Nursery to stay and play with us, it was great fun
having parents in and being able to share some of
the things we get to do in the Nursery. We are now
looking forward to getting creative and making some
things to help us with our Christmas celebrations.
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Reception have been very busy over the last month.

We have been learning all about different celebrations. We
watched fireworks and talked about the sounds that they
make in the night sky. We then used the sounds we have
been learning to write those sounds. We have also been
very busy talking about birthdays and we had a special
birthday party for our class bears last week. We made cakes,
played party games and dressed up in our favourite party
outfits. We have started learning some new Christmas songs
and we are looking forward to Christmas coming to
Hackbridge next week.

V
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Year 1 have been learning about ‘Paws, Claws and Whiskers’. We have loved learning about
animal classification in Science and really enjoyed using the ‘Busy Things’ programme to classify
the animals.

In Literacy, we have adored reading, acting out and drawing the characters from the story, ‘We’re
Going on a Bear Hunt’. We can now recite the whole story as a class and we love using all the
actions. In Maths, we are so proud of ourselves for learning the number bonds to 5 and the number
bonds to 10. We loved Maths Week this month and had so much fun on Maths dress-up day.

In Art and Design, we have been learning about different shapes and experimenting with different
lines. We all went on an autumn walk and look at the amazing deciduous trees we have drawn.
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Year 2 have been working hard in their new topic

'Muck, Mess and Mixtures'. We have enjoyed exploring
different artists including Jackson Pollock and Piet
Mondrian. We have utilised their techniques in our own
art and have experimented with colour and line using
paints, sketch pencils and watercolours. In Literacy, we
have been thoroughly enjoying ‘George's Marvellous
Medicine’ and have created instructions to make our
own medicines! It has been very amusing to see the
different disgusting ingredients the children have picked!
We look forward to showing you all the fantastic work at
the end of the term.

Year 3

Our new topic on food this term - Scrumdiddlyumptious
- had an ‘egg-citing’ start with the children writing their
own chapter of the chocolate filled adventure story ‘The
Great Chocoplot’ by Chris Callaghan. They had the
opportunity to be real life Mr Willy Wonkas, using their
creative Design and Technology skills to sketch their
own sweet machines as well as construct one, using
junk modelling, to test their designs. We have used our
identifying and classifying skills to discover more about
balanced diets and food groups and will also learn
about the main bones in our bodies and how our
muscles work. In Maths, we have also used our
investigation skills to explore place value of three digit
numbers.
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Year 4 were taken to Hollywood at the beginning of this

term with their red carpet event. The children dressed up as
Hollywood stars or dressed to impress to have the paparazzi
take pictures of them on the red carpet. They then joined
together as a year group to watch a film premiere. Children
were dressed up as James Bond, Spiderman and Eminem
just to name a few. Even the teachers made an effort! The
children will be using these photos to create a photo montage
of the day. They will bring home their masterpieces at the end
of the term. They have also already learnt a lot about
America. Please ask your children about the people and the
places they have looked at so far.

Year 5 were en-wrap-tured by the Ancient

Egyptian mummification process during our
Pharoahs engage day. The day began with learning
about the mummification process. We made a
traditional Egyptian death mask, some Egyptian
jewellery, four canopic jars out of clay to store the
internal organs and a giant class pyramid out of
wooden dowels. Finally, we wrapped our mummies in
linen (toilet roll) strips and laid our mummies in their
tombs.
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Year 6 have thoroughly enjoyed the beginning of their

Frozen Kingdom topic. We started by exploring the
beautiful Aurora Borealis, or Northern Lights, through poetry
writing and artwork. The children used pastels to create
fantastic images of these incredible lights. We then went on
to explore the geography of Antarctica and learn about
exploration of the area. We looked in detail at Shackleton's
expeditions to the continent and wrote journal entries about
his failed attempt to cross the Antarctic after his ship, the
Endurance, sank.

Remembrance Day

With a carpet of poppies outside school and imaginative art being created
inside we were ready to focus on the importance of Remembrance Day this
month. Our whole school assembly focused on the significant role women
played during war time.
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Attendance

As the school continues to grow, we have noticed many parents / carers are not
reporting their children being absent and as you can imagine with over 700 pupils
and Covid still present this is a huge task for our office team.
It is essential that you inform the school at the earliest point if your child is to be
absent for any reason. Parents / carers who do not inform the school of their child’s
absence will be added to a list to discuss with the attendance officer and you may
receive a letter to invite you in to discuss this.
How to report your child absent?
• Telephone the school absence line on 020 8647 7974 option 1 or email the school office by 9:30am
• Leave a message with your child’s full name, class, reason for absence and when they are likely to
return.
• You must call the school each day of your child’s absence.
Note that dental and medical appointments should be taken outside of school hours wherever possible. You
must inform the school office in writing, in advance of the date and time of the appointment and when your
child will be collected from and / or return to school to school. Please provide sight of a copy of the
appointment card/letter/text to authorise the absence.
Applying for leave of absence during term time should only be for exceptional circumstances. Holidays
should not be considered as an exceptional circumstance. A letter to the Headteacher must be sent at least
one month prior to the date of leave, explaining the reasons for the absence.
Place2Be have a short video and guide about routines and rituals which could benefit families with their
attendance routines.
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/article/routines-and-rituals
Our current whole school attendance rate is 94.9% which
is significantly below the Government expectation of 96%.
We understand that Covid levels are still high in Sutton
and this is impacting our attendance levels. It
is vital that all children are in school when they are well
enough to be as sadly they have missed so much
education due to the pandemic. If your child has a
common cold please be assured that we will look after
them and would telephone you if we thought they were
too unwell to be in school.
At this point in the school year, a child's attendance rate
can drop rapidly which the table below schools. It is vital
that we work together to ensure all children are in school
everyday. We currently have just over half of the pupils
with attendance levels of 96%.
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A meeting with the
Princess
It was with great pleasure and delight to have Ranae have
a very memorable moment of meeting Princess Anne. This
came about, as her dad is an employee of the UCO
(University College of Osteopathy) in London. This is an
annual event where a child of a respected employee is
chosen to have the honourable duty of meeting and
presenting a bouquet to her, as she is the chancellor of the
UCO.
It is a special day for all the graduates in their caps and
gowns to receive their honours, awards and certificates on
stage with their families watching. So as you can imagine
quite a daunting experience initially for Ranae but she
enjoyed every minute! Think her and the Princess even
shared a little joke and made her feel comfortable
immediately.
A proud moment for mum and dad too! A day we will
remember forever. Was truly amazing.
The school is so proud of her and wanted to share these
words from her mum and the photos.
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Dates for the
Diary
02/12/2021

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

07/12/2021

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

09/12/2021

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

10/12/2021

Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day

14/12/2021

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

17/12/2021

Last Day of Term

20/12/202103/01/2022
04/01/2022

School Holiday

05/01/2022

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

07/01/2022

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

11/01/2022

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

13/01/2022

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

14/02/202218/02/2022
21/02/2022

Half Term

First Day of Term

Inset Day

