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A Message from Mrs Walford
Dear Parents and Carers
Once again, it has been a very
busy autumn term for us all. We
all began the term with optimism
that things were returning to a
more ‘normal’ state, but
unfortunately have ended with
increasing worry about the new
variant of Covid-19. The children
have missed so much schooling
over the past two years and have
been absolutely amazing in all of
their hard work this term. We are
all so proud of them. They have
adapted well to everything we
have asked them to do and our
education recovery is well
underway now. Going back out
into the playground in their key
stages as normal was quite a
hurdle for them initially and we
have spent time reminding them
about our school rules; ‘be safe,
be ready, be kind’ and our
school values of kindness,
inspiration, nurture and
determination.

Mr Jasper and Miss O’Doherty
have had the chance this term,
along with members of our
Literacy and Maths teams, to
visit all the classrooms across
both sites and look at the
children’s learning. As usual,
the children were able to talk so
confidently about what they
have learnt and say what their
next steps are. We do hope
that you have had the chance
to talk to your child’s teacher by
now, via the parent/teacher
video call system or on the
telephone, to discuss how well
your child is doing, what their
next step targets are, any
support they are receiving in
school and how you can help
support their learning at home.
It is so important that we keep
working together in partnership.
As well as the core subjects,
we have also spent time further
developing the teaching of
PSHE this term. The order of
topics throughout the year has
been revised, following
feedback from staff and pupils,
so that topics can build on
previous learning and feel more
connected. This has meant that
puberty talks for Year 5 and
Year 6 were brought forward to
early November as part of the
‘Me’ focus. As you know, we
took part in World Mental
Health Day on Friday 8th
October, with the children
carrying out activities and
raising an amazing amount of
money for the charity Young

Minds, with our ‘Hello Yellow’
day.

We also carried out a range of
activities during Anti-Bullying
Week from 15th – 19th
November, including holding an
‘Odd Socks Day’ to celebrate
what makes us all unique. The
children used materials from the
Anti-Bullying Alliance on their
theme of ‘One Kind Word’ to
think about how bystanders can
influence the outcome of
bullying situations.
Earlier in the term I shared with
you our priorities for the year on
our school development plan
and we are continuing to work
on improving the
representations of our diverse
community within our school,
which has included undertaking
an anti-racism audit and a
gender and LGBTQ+ audit.
From these audits we were able
to create an action plan on
improving representations of
diversity and reducing
discrimination towards those

from minority ethnic backgrounds
and those who identify as
LGBTQ+. This work can be found
on the Equality & Diversity page
on our school website (under the
Our School tab), so please have
a look. With all of this in mind, we
updated the school’s behaviour
policy to include more details of
how to respond to racist,
homophobic or any other type of
discriminatory incident.
We were so happy to have you
come in to the children’s
classrooms before half-term to
look at their books and meet their
new teacher. We will plan for this
to happen again in the spring
term. We were also hoping we
could have you in to watch the
Christmas performances in
person this year, but as you are
aware, with rising Covid-19 cases
in Sutton and the local area, we
decided to record them again to
keep all members of our
community as safe as possible at
this time.

https://www.hackbridge
primary.sutton.sch.uk/

We had a fabulous Christmas
dinner last week with all the
staff having lunch with their
classes. It was very festive with
a large range of Christmas hats
and jumpers being worn by the
children and staff. Thank you
so much for your support with
this event. Money raised as
always is going towards the
Save the Children campaign.
The videos have been
uploaded onto Google
Classroom and we do hope you
enjoy watching them as a
family. The children thoroughly
enjoyed performing and singing
and wanted to bring you some
Christmas cheer too!

0208 647 7974

Please can I take this
opportunity to wish you all a
wonderful Christmas and a
Happy New Year from everyone
at Hackbridge Primary School. I
hope that you get time to relax
and spend time with friends and
family. Thank you so much for
all your support over this term –
we are very fortunate to have
such a supportive and wonderful
community.
I look forward to seeing you all
again in the new year.
School reopens on Tuesday 4th
January 2021
Mrs Walford
Headteacher

office@hackbridgeprimary.
sutton.sch.uk

Honeybees have had a fantastic
term, setting into the nursery routines and
making lots of new friends! They have
worked really hard learning their numbers
and practicing to write the first letter in
their name. We have been practicing our
Nativity songs and having lots of festive
fun! Have a lovely Christmas holidays and
we looking forward to seeing you all back
in the new year.

V

Caterpillars and Tadpoles classes
have been very busy over the past few weeks getting
ready for the festive season. Making cards, calendars,
holly wreaths and stockings are just some of the creative
activities the children have been joining in with to make
our classroom look and feel festive before taking home the
things they have made to share with their families.
We have also enjoyed learning Christmas songs and hope
that our grown-ups enjoy watching and listening to us on
Google Classroom. Please post a comment to let us know
what you think! Caterpillars and Tadpoles classes would
like to wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

https://www.hackbridge
primary.sutton.sch.uk/

0208 647 7974

office@hackbridgeprimary.
sutton.sch.uk

Reception have been busy learning lots about
different Christmas celebrations! We have learnt the Nativity
story and learnt some Christmas songs for our Sing-a-long!
We have been busy decorating our classrooms and even
had a go at wrapping presents!

Year 1 have had a very busy December so
far! We have had a very special visit from a rather
cheeky bear, who came into all of the year 1
classrooms and left his muddy footprints all over
our floors! We were very lucky though as we
caught him on CCTV and from this we wrote
some brilliant descriptions about the bear so that
we could let the rest of the school know what he
looked like!
We have been looking at the artist Tori Ratcliffe
who loves drawing and painting animals. We took
inspiration from her work and drew and painted
our own animals with sketching pencils and water
colour paint. We had so much fun doing this and
have created the most beautiful pictures!
We have also been learning about 3D shapes in
our maths lessons! We have been naming 3D
shapes and talking about their properties. We
even got to create buildings out of 3D shapes and
even made play-doh 3D shapes.

https://www.hackbridge
primary.sutton.sch.uk/

0208 647 7974

office@hackbridgeprimary.
sutton.sch.uk

Wow, what an incredible term of learning we have had in Year 2
The children have amazed us with their hard work, knowledge and
skills this term during our 'Muck, Mess and Mixtures!' topic!
We have had lots of fun finding out about a range of artists around
the world such as Edward Tingatinga, Piet Mondrian and Yayoi
Kusama! We found imitating their different styles of art really exciting
and we created some fantastic pieces of art this term!
In maths, we have learnt all about multiplication and division and we
have applied our understanding in lots of ways! We are so
impressed with the maths language that is being used by our year 2
children every day, they should be really proud of themselves for
being such maths experts!
In our writing lessons, we have enjoyed creating instructions and
persuasive adverts for our own versions of ‘George's Marvellous
Medicine!’ We thought of some wonderful ideas for the magical,
mischief their medicines might do!
In science, we have been discovering lots of information about living
things. We have learnt about food chains, nutrition, classification and
how to identify living, non-living and things that have never lived! We
have loved our science learning this term and are excited to see
what we might discover in the Spring term!
The children have been absolute stars this Autumn term and we
could not be prouder of their hard work and achievements! Have a
wonderful Christmas break year 2!
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Year 3
The children have been continuing their food journey by
sketching and painting fruit using the Victorian botanical
artist Marianne North for their inspiration. We looked at
using different painting and sketching techniques to
show texture. Using our knowledge from our science
lessons, about animals, we have been learning how to
write a non-chronological report about the peculiar
pangolin and the puzzling platypus! Our writing has
enabled us to use rhetorical questions - for example,
'What is this strange creature?' - as well as learning how
to construct a glossary. Our focus in maths has
been, adding and subtracting ones, tens and hundreds
from 3 digit numbers mentally. We hope you have
a restful break and look forward to continuing our
learning journey in the new year!
https://www.hackbridge
primary.sutton.sch.uk/

0208 647 7974

office@hackbridgeprimary.
sutton.sch.uk

Year 4 have worked super hard this month learning about all things
America! We have been creating the Golden Gate Bridge out of wooden
dowels, cardboard and wire, and painting them to look like the real thing!
We can't wait to bring them home at the end of term. We have learnt
about fashion over time in America and different fashion designers. In
Literacy, we have also been using the ‘Writing Rainbow’ to write a
narrative about a Disney short, and our teachers have been so
impressed with our efforts! Please make sure you ask us lots of
questions about our learning!
We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year.

https://www.hackbridge
primary.sutton.sch.uk/

0208 647 7974

office@hackbridgeprimary.
sutton.sch.uk

Year 5 have completely immersed themselves in all
things Egypt this term. We have written two biographies
about the famous female pharaohs - Hatshepsut and
Cleopatra. Hatshepsut had to embrace her masculine side in
order to gain the respect of her subjects! We drew and
labelled pictures of her as part of our experience lesson in
literacy. In our art lessons, we have explored cross-hatching
and used this technique to create our own pyramids against
a desert backdrop. During ‘Book Talk’ sessions, we have
enjoyed reading inspirational biographies about the lives of
famous people who have overcome hardships such as:
Stephen Hawking, Mo Farah, Pele and Emmeline
Pankhurst. We have also had a whale of a time playing
badminton during PE. This is a real highlight of Year 5's
week! Finally, we would like to wish you all a lovely winter
break and a Merry Christmas! We are looking forward to
seeing all the children in the new year.

Year 6 had a thrilling and
exciting day of workshops learning
all about Antarctic
explorations. Our fascinating
speaker told us all about her firsthand experience visiting the
Antarctic, including the journey,
science research stations and the
incredible animals she saw on the
trip. The children had the
opportunity to plan their own polar
expedition and even used lard to
create 'blubber gloves' to
understand how animals insulate
their bodies in such a cold
habitat. This week, the children
have turned their skills to
construction. They learnt about the
cultural significance of igloos to the
Inuit (Eskimos) - as a temporary
accommodation during long hunting
trips over the ice. The children then
constructed their own 'igloos' using
cardboard boxes!

Dates for the
Diary
20/12/202103/01/2022
04/01/2022

School Holiday

05/01/2022

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

05/01/2022

Elephants Visit to Imperial War Museum

06/01/2022

Nursery ‘Meet the Teacher’

06/01/2022

Rhinos Visit to Imperial War Museum

07/01/2022

Nursery ‘Meet the Teacher’

07/01/2022

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

07/01/2022

Giraffes Visit to Imperial War Museum

11/01/2022

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

13/01/2022

Prospective Parent Tour (Please call to book)

13/01/2022

Hackbridge Choir attending “Young Voices” at 02 Arena

14/02/202218/02/2022
21/02/2022

Half Term

28/02/2022 –
04/03/2022

Year 6 Mock Week

First Day of Term

Inset Day

